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No person should depose the duties as a flight 

crew member of an aircraft, unless and until, 

such person holds a valid license; which reads 

A GUIDE ON 
LICENSES UNDER CIVIL AVIATION AFFAIRS IN BAHRAIN

his compliance with the required specifications of the 

ANTR Part II and is considered appropriate to depose the 

duties that are expected to be performed. The license to 

be considered valid should be issued by the State of Regis-

try of the respective aircraft or in the alternative by any 

other Contracting State. However, it should be rendered 

valid by the State of Registry of that own the aircraft. All 

flight crew members, at all times should carry their respec-

tive and appropriate licenses on board of every aircraft 

which is engaged in international air navigation. 

The license holders should always carry their licenses 

whenever they are exercising their duties and privileges 

of the said license. 

The holder of the said license should dispose of his 

duties and have privileges within the guidelines of the 

said license.  Hence, at no point of time shall any person 

holding a permit indulge in an activity or task which is 

beyond the permitted levels and guidelines of the said 

license unless the said person is permitted to do so by 

the CAA (Civil Aviation Affairs).

II. What is the role of the CAA?
The primary role of the CAA is to regulate and issue various 

technical directives towards air transportation and airwor-

thiness, that apply to all aircrafts which are entering or 

exiting the territories of the Kingdom of Bahrain. The CCA 

also plays a regulatory role by acting as a governing body 

for setting the laws and regulations with relation to 

aviation; and is also responsible for making sure that the 

said rules and regulations are well honoured and compiled 

by all the stakeholders; and that all stakeholders meet their 

obligations towards the framed laws and regulations. 

The CAA also holds the responsibility for issuing of 

licenses towards various activities such as the registration 

of aircraft, licenses carrying personnel status, the opera-

tion of aircraft, and scheduling of airlines. The CAA also 

provides meteorological information which includes 

services such as weather forecasts and reports. 

III. Which are the Directorates that fall under the Civil 
Aviation A�airs?  

Aeronautical Licensing: Holds the crucial responsibility 

towards Flight Safety Oversight of the aviation industry 

of Bahrain, further ensuring the compliance with the 

established regulations, as per the Bahrain Civil Aviation 

Law, Navigation Technical Regulations, and the ICAO 

Standard and Recommended Practices. This directorate 

also holds the responsibility towards the issuing of 

licenses to aircraft operations and airworthiness.  

Air Navigation System: This directorate holds the responsi-

bility towards the systems such as radars, communications 

such as ground to air and ground to ground, aid towards 

navigation and meteorology), and also towards achieving 

the safety standards to meet the ICAO requirements. 

Air Tra�c Management: This directorate holds the 

responsibility to manage the Air Traffic Control Services 

which fall within Bahrain information region and the 

Bahrain International Region. Their responsibility also 

includes management of aeronautical information, 

planning airspace, matching up to the standards of the 

ICAO and its recommendations while it comes to incur-

ring search and rescue.

I. Getting the Basics right
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"Aviation is the branch of engineering 
that is least forgiving of mistakes." 

                                                                 –  Freeman Dyson

Air Transport: This directorate is responsible for making 

air transport regulations, conventions, agreements, and 

permissions pertaining to airline scheduling. Further, 

this directorate also looks into the issuing of licenses for 

cargos and other activities concerning aviation.

Aviation Security: This directorate undertakes the respon-

sibility to make sure that all airport security agencies are 

in compliance with the National Civil Aviation Security 

Program and also determine the level of security with 

compliance to the standards set by the International 

Aviation Organisation. 

Aviation Safety and Security: This directorate undertakes 

the responsibility of ensuring the compliance of airport 

service providers and operators as well as the air naviga-

tion with regards to the safety standards which are well 

specified in the Civil Aviation Regulation documents 

and the National Civil Aviation Program, along with the 

International Civil Aviation Organisation. 

Meteorology: This directorate is responsible for provid-

ing all government entities, marine operations, civil 

aviation, media, military, and the general public with 

weather-related information, advice, and meteorologi-

cal services.

IV. What are the Licenses issued by the Bahrain CAA?  
Even though the Bahrain CAA issues license with a sepa-

rate test of certification, they have very well ensured 

that the other states are easily able to ascertain and 

determine the privileges attached to such licenses, as 

well as, the validity of the rating of the said licenses. The 

CAA issues licenses such as cabin crew, airplanes, 

helicopters, gliders, powered lift, free balloon pilot, 

airship, aircraft maintenance engineer, and flight 

dispatcher. 

V. What are the general rules governing pilot licens-
es and ratings? 
It is a well-established law that any person should not 

perform or indulge into any sort of activity as a pilot in 

command or a co-pilot of any of the categories such as 

airplanes, helicopters, power lifts, gliders, free balloon and 

airship (of a volume of more than 4600 cubic meters), 

unless the person is holding a valid pilot license issued by 

the relevant and competent authorities. The title of the 

permit itself should show the category of the aircraft. 

Further, before being issued a license with regards to 

any of the above mentioned categories, it shall be made 

sure and confirmed that the applicant meets the set 

standards and fulfils the requirements to be licensed. 

These standards include measures such as belonging to 

a certain age, having the required knowledge, holding 

the relevant experience, awareness to flight instruction, 

having the required skill, and fitness level.

It is anticipated that until March 5th,  2022, a type rating 

may be endorsed by the authorities for aircraft that 

belong to the power lift category on an aeroplane or 

helicopter pilot license. This endorsement on the grant 

will be an indication that the aircraft belongs to the 

powered lift category. The training for this type rating, 

with regards to the powered lift category, shall be com-

pleted during approved training and shall also take into 

consideration the previous experience of the applicant 

with regards to aeroplanes and helicopters. 

Further, category rating is mentioned in the licenses 

itself and hence, is not well established. Any pilot who is 

seeking an addition to his previous license should be 

evaluated and tested to know if he matches up to the 

requirements of the license for which he is trying an 

addition. 

Class rating is meant to be established for aeroplanes 

that are holding certifications for single-pilot operations 

and are intended to comprise of single engine and 

multiple engines (land), and individual and various 

engines (sea). On the other hand, a type rating is meant 
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"Aeronautics was neither an industry nor a science.
 It was a miracle."  

                                                                                  -  Igor Sikorsky

to be established for those aircrafts that are holding a 

certification to operate with a minimum crew of 2 pilots.  

Further, helicopters carry certification for single-pilot 

operation, except in a case where a class rating is issued or 

an aircraft is considered necessary by the CAA. However, 

the applicant should possess and demonstrate the skills 

and knowledge of the required quality and standards of 

the class in which the applicant is seeking the rating. It is 

pertinent to note that when a type rating is issued where-

in the privileges are limited to act as a co-pilot or to work 

as a pilot only when the flight is in the cruise phase, the 

said limitation should be endorsed on the rating. 

When making use of a flight simulation training device 

for demonstrating and evaluating the skill for the 

issuance of a licence or rating, the same should be 

approved from the CAA, who shall further make sure 

that the flight stimulation device which has been used 

is up to the mark and required standards. 

The authority who has issued the pilot licence shall not 

permit the holder to act as a pilot in command or a 

co-pilot of an aircraft under the instrument flight rules, 

unless the holder of the said licence has received the 

authorisation from the valid authorities. Valid permis-

sion consists of a proper instrument rating which shall 

be appropriate to the aircraft authority. This could be 

considered to be a situation where an appropriate 

evaluation of an instrument will be required. 

VI. What are the requirements to be eligible to 

obtain a Flight Dispatcher Licence? 
An applicant, having made an application for a flight dispatch-

er licence, should match up to the required criteria for issuing 

the said licence. The requirements which are to be fulfilled by 

the applicant before being considered eligible to be issued a 

licence are the age of the applicant, his competent knowl-

edge, his experience and skill, and the rest as mentioned in the 

primary criteria for obtaining the said licence. 

The applicant should be more than 21 years of age and 

should possess the required knowledge as specified in 

the eligibility criteria of the said licence.

Criteria for required knowledge:  The applicant shall be 

well acquainted with the rules and regulations of the flight 

dispatcher licence, and should also be well read with the 

procedures and practices of the air traffic service. 

With regards to aircraft, he should possess the required 

knowledge of the basic principles of operating 

aeroplane engines (including its system and instru-

ments), operating limitations of aeroplanes and engines, 

and the minimum equipment list.

With regards to the calculation of flight performance, its 

planning procedure, and loading; the applicant shall 

possess knowledge relating to the impact of mass distri-

bution and loading on the performance of the aircraft 

and its characteristics; and the calculations about mass 

and balance.  

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

operational flight planning, which shall include calcula-

tions about endurance and fuel consumption, in route 

cruise control, and extended range operations. This shall 

also include knowledge with regards to preparing and 

filing air traffic services, as well as, being aware of the 

principles of computer-assisted planned systems.

The applicant shall be well-informed about the princi-

ples and criteria of threat and management of error 

relevant to dispatch duties.

Such applicant must also have knowledge with regard to 

aeronautical meteorology and the movement of 

pressure systems; and shall also maintain an understand-

ing with regards to the origin and characteristics of the 

necessary and relevant weather phenomena which holds 

an effect on the conditions during take-off, en-route, and 

landing.  The applicant shall know how to interpret 

aeronautical meteorological reports, charts and forecasts. 
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"There are two critical points in every aerial �ight —
 its beginning and its end."

                                                                             –  Alexander Graham Bell

He shall be well read with code and abbreviations as 

well as with the required procedure for obtaining infor-

mation about meteorology. 

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

air navigation and its principles about instrument flights.

The applicant should have an understanding of the 

operational procedures, such as the use of aeronautics 

documentation, the process for carriage of freights and 

various dangerous goods, the required method to be 

adopted at times of emergency and accidents. Such 

applicant must be aware of the procedure to be 

followed in the event of impacts such as unlawful inter-

ference or sabotage of the aircraft.

The applicant should be aware of the appropriate 

category of aircraft and its principles; also the applicant 

should be able to comprehend the relevant proce-

dures for connecting and communicating with an 

aircraft and the situationally required ground stations. 

Criteria for required experience: The applicant should 

possess the requisite experience as specified in the 

eligibility criteria of the said licence, which requires the 

applicant to have a total of 2 years’ experience with 

regards to serving in one or in a combination of the 

capacities as mentioned below. Further, for any combi-

nation of experience, a minimum one year of service 

should be rendered as

i.  a member of a flight crew in an air transportation, or  

ii. a meteorologist who has worked with an organisa-

tion with the responsibility of dispatching aircraft in the 

air transportation industry, or  

iii. an air traffic controller,  technical supervisor of flight 

dispatchers, or with the air transportation flight opera-

tions systems.

The applicant should have at least one year experience of 

working as an assistant in the dispatch of air transport or 

should have completed a course of the approved training. 

The applicant should have the experience of working 

under the guidance and supervision of a flight dispatch-

er for a minimum of 90 days which shall be within the 

immediate six months of the applicant's application for 

sanctioning of the licence.

Criteria for required skill: The applicant shall possess the 

necessary skill as specified in the eligibility criteria of the 

said licence, as per the same the applicant shall be capa-

ble of making a precise and operationally acceptable 

weather analysis which shall be from a series of multiple 

weather maps and reports. He should possess the skill of 

providing a briefing on the weather conditions which 

are prevailing in and around a specific air route. He 

should be skilled to forecast the weather trends towards 

air transportation concerning the assigned destination 

and alternatives. The applicant shall possess the skills of 

the most accurate flight path within a given segment 

and also should have the capability of creating manual 

as well as computer generated plans for flights. The 

applicant shall have the skills to provide assistance and 

guidance to a flight which has found itself to be in an 

actual or stimulated condition of adverse weather. The 

applicant should possess the capability of recognising 

and managing threats and errors. 

VII. What are the requirements to be eligible to 
obtain a Private Pilot Licence?
An applicant having made an application for a private pilot 

licence should match up to the required criteria which are 

the baselines for the issuing of the said licence. The appli-

cant should possess the necessary knowledge which is 

with regards to the privileges granted to a private pilot 

licence holder and also following the standards of the 

category of the aircraft licence.  

The applicant should have obtained more than 17 years of 

age. The applicant should possess the required knowledge 

as specified in the eligibility criteria of the said licence.
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“The engine is the heart of an airplane, 
but the pilot is its soul.”

                                                                          –Walter Raleigh

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

aeronautical meteorology application of elementary 

aeronautical meteorology; The applicant should know 

how to use as well as obtain meteorological informa-

tion, have knowledge pertaining to altimetry and also 

assessing hazardous weather conditions.

The applicant shall hold knowledge with regarding the 

aspects of air navigation, techniques of air-reckoning 

and aeronautical charts. 

The applicant shall hold knowledge with regards to the 

management of threat and error pertaining to opera-

tional performance. 

The applicant shall be well versed with the procedures 

of altimeter settings; the applicant should be aware with 

regards to making use of documentation such an AIP, 

NOTAM, aeronautical codes as well as abbreviations.  

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

the relevant precautionary procedures that should be 

adopted at times of emergency, should also have 

awareness with regards to the steps that should be 

taken to avoid a various situation such as hazardous 

weather, wake turbulence and other hazards with 

regards to operations. 

The applicant shall be well aware of dealing with situa-

tions such as settling with power, handling ground 

resonance, retreating blade stall, dynamic rollovers and 

other such operational hazards. The applicant shall be 

aware of all safety procedures that are associated with 

flights in Visual Metrological Conditions. 

The applicant shall know the principles of flight. The 

applicant shall have awareness with regards to radiote-

lephony and its procedures with regards to communi-

cation and phraseology as applicable to Visual Flight 

Rules (VFR) operations.  He should hold knowledge 

with regards to actions that need to be taken in cases 

of failure in communication. 

Criteria for required knowledge: The applicant shall 

have knowledge with regards to the relevant rules and 

regulations required by the holder of a private pilot 

licence; He should be aware of the laws of the air, 

setting procedures with regards to altimeter, and aware 

of the relevant and appropriate practices and proce-

dures of air traffic services.

The applicant should possess the general knowledge 

with powered lifts about aircraft such as their principles 

of operations as well as knowledge with regards to the 

functioning of their engines, their systems as well as 

instruments, their operating limitations with regards to 

the respective category of aircraft and engines. The 

applicant should have the relevant information from 

the manual or other appropriate and related docu-

ments. The applicant shall hold the relevant knowledge 

about transmission as and where it is applicable. 

The applicant should possess knowledge with regards to 

the effects on flight characteristics due to loading and 

mass distribution. The Applicant should also know with 

regards to calculations pertaining to mass and balance .

The applicant shall know  with regards making use and 

practical application of taking-off, landing and other 

information pertaining to data performance. He should 

further possess knowledge with regards to planning of 

pre-flight and en-route flight which are appropriate to 

private operations under the visual flight rules. The 

applicant should hold understanding with regards to 

preparing and filing plans for air traffic services, should 

have known about the procedures of the appropriate 

air traffic services, with regards to the positions of 

reporting procedures, the setting procedure altimeters 

as well as the high-density traffic areas. 

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

the principles and criteria’s of threat and management 

of error relevant to dispatch duties.



8  Court Uncourt

“The Wright Brothers created the single greatest cultural force 
since the invention of writing. 

The airplane became the �rst World Wide Web, bringing people, 
languages, ideas, and values together.”

                                                                                                                                 –   Bill Gates

Criteria for required skill: The applicant shall possess 

the necessary skill as specified in the eligibility criteria 

of the said licence, as per the same the applicant shall 

be capable of recognizing and managing errors and 

threats, shall be capable of operating the aircraft within 

its limitation for the category being sought, shall have 

the skill to complete all manoeuvres smoothly and 

accurately, the applicant shall possess good judge-

mental skills and airmanship, shall have the ability to 

apply knowledge with regards to aeronautics and shall 

at all times maintain command and control over the 

aircraft to assure a successful outcome of a procedure.  

Criteria for required Medical Fitness: The applicant shall 

have their hearing acuity, visual, physical and mental 

requirements as per the requirements set for the 

issuance of a Class 1 Medical Assessment. 

Criteria for required experience: The applicant shall 

possess a pilot licence for the aircraft category in which 

it is being sought. The applicant shall maintain the 

experience of a minimum of 50 hours in cases of 

cross-country flight time as a commanding pilot of 

aircraft in categories which are acceptable to the 

authorities, out of which the experience in the aircraft 

category sought shall not be less than 10 hours and 

shall have knowledge of a minimum of 40 hours of 

instrument time in aircraft of which not more than 30 

hours should be a case where a flight simulator should 

be used, which may be in a matter of instrument 

ground time. An authorised instructor shall have super-

vised the ground time at all times. 

The applicant shall have a minimum of 10 hours of 

instrument flight time as per the requirement of the 

aircraft category. It shall be ensured by the instructor 

that the applicant possess operational experience to 

the required level of performance in the up to the mark 

and standards which is the essential requirement of an 

instrument rating such as, the applicant shall have 

operations experience with regards to pre-flight proce-

dures which will include flight manual or in the alternative 

equivalent document as well as appropriate documents 

with regards to air traffic services required in the prepara-

tion of instrument flight rules. 

The applicant shall possess experience with regards to 

conducting pre-flight inspections, making use of the 

checklist as well as checks with regards to taxing and 

pre-take-off.

The applicant shall be aware and experienced in carrying 

out procedures as well as manoeuvres in case of IFR 

operations which shall be under normal, abnormal as 

well as in case of emergency conditions and shall cover 

at least the procedure of transition to instrument the 

flight during taking off, methods for standard instrument 

required for departures and arrivals, en-route instrument 

flight rules systems, conducting procedures, aware of the 

instruments approached to the specified minima, 

proceedings in case of missed approach, process in case 

of landing from instrument, and the particular flight 

characteristics with in-flight manoeuvres.  

VIII. What are the requirements to be eligible to 
obtain a Glider Pilot Licence?
An applicant having made an application for a Glider pilot 

licence should match up to the required criteria which are 

the baselines for the issuing of the said licence. The appli-

cant should possess the necessary knowledge which is 

with regards to the privileges granted to a Glider pilot 

licence holder and also following the standards of the 

category of the aircraft licence.  

The applicant should have obtained a minimum age of 

16 years. The applicant should possess the required 

knowledge as specified in the eligibility criteria of the 

said licence.

Criteria for required knowledge: The applicant shall 

know with regards to the relevant rules and regulations 



Court Uncourt   9

“Great pilots are made not born… A man may possess 
good eyesight, sensitive hands, and perfect coordination, 

but the end result is only fashioned by steady coaching, 
much practice, and experience.”

                                                                      – J. E. “Johnnie” Johnson

The applicant shall be well versed with the procedures 

of altimeter settings; the applicant should be aware with 

regards to making use of documentation such an AIP, 

NOTAM, aeronautical codes as well as abbreviations.  

The applicant shall be well aware of the different launch 

methods and the other associated and appropriate 

procedures about emergency landing which also include 

the various measures to be adopted to avoid conditions 

such as hazardous weather, the situation of wake turbu-

lence and other such hazards relating to operations. 

The applicant should possess knowledge as per the levels 

set and considered appropriate for granting a glider 

pilot license which shall include proficiency in commu-

nication procedures, proficiency in language and 

phraseology as per standards set in consideration to 

visual flight rules operations, as well as measures to be 

adopted in case of failure to communicate.  

Criteria for required experience: The applicant is expected 

to have completed more than 6 hours of flight time as a 

glider pilot who shall include 2 hours of solo flight time 

in which there should be more than 20 launches and 

landing performed. In a case wherein the applicant has 

experience in flight time as n aeroplane pilot, in such a 

case the CAA should determine if such an experience 

can be accepted and if so then to what extent is the 

flight time required. 

The applicant shall have under the appropriate supervi-

sion attained experience in the operations of gliders 

such as operations about pre-flight which shall include 

glider assembly and inspections. The applicant shall be 

well experienced towards the technique and procedure 

that is involved in the method of launching, which shall 

consist of airspeed limitation and the use of emergency 

procedures and signals.

The applicant shall possess experience with regards to 

operations about traffic patterns, procedures, precautions 

required by the holder of a glider pilot licence; He 

should be aware of the rules of the air as well as the 

practices and procedures of appropriate air traffic 

services. The applicant shall possess general knowledge 

with regards to the operating system of gliders as well as 

the required instruments, the applicant shall possess 

understanding with regards to the limitations of gliders 

and its operating system and should have relevant infor-

mation with regards to operation from the appropriate 

documents or the flight manual.

The applicant should possess knowledge with regards 

to the effects on flight characteristics due to loading and 

mass distribution. The Applicant should also have expe-

rience with regards to calculations about mass and 

balance. The applicant shall possess knowledge regard-

ing the application and implementation of the launch-

ing and landing of gliders as well as other performance 

data. 

The applicant shall have knowledge with regards to 

planning pre-flight and en-route flight which shall be 

appropriate to the operations under the VFR The appli-

cant shall be aware of the procedures about air traffic 

services, altimeter setting, and shall have knowledge 

with regards to operating in areas of traffic with high 

density. 

The applicant shall hold knowledge with regards to the 

management of threat and error pertaining to opera-

tional performance. 

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

aeronautical meteorology application of elementary 

aeronautical meteorology; The applicant should know 

how to use as well as obtain meteorological informa-

tion, have knowledge pertaining to altimetry.

The applicant shall hold knowledge with regarding the 

aspects of air navigation, techniques of air- reckoning 

and aeronautical charts. 
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"Aviation is proof that given the will, 
we have the capacity to achieve the impossible."
                                                     -Edward V Rickenbacher

and measured to be adopted to avoid a collision. The 

applicant shall also possess experience with regards to 

controlling the glider by external visual references, 

having flight throughout the flight envelope, recognis-

ing and recovering from incidents such as spiral dives 

and full stalls. 

The applicant shall have experience with regards to 

launching in standard as well as a crosswind, whereas 

approaches and landings.  The applicant shall have 

experience in cross country flying making use of visual 

reference as well as dead reckoning along with other 

emergency procedures. 

Criteria for required skill:  The applicant shall have the 

skill of recognising and managing situations of threat 

and error, the capability of operating the glider within 

its limitation. The ability to smoothly and accurately 

complete all manoeuvres, the power of possessing a 

good sense of judgment and airmanship, the skill of 

applying knowledge with regards to aeronautics and 

also to the ability to keep the glider in control at all 

times to complete the procedure of manoeuvre. 

Criteria for required medical �tness: The applicant shall 

have a current class 2 Medical assessment.

IX. What are the requirements to be eligible to 

obtain a Free Balloon Pilot Licence?
An applicant having made an application for a Free 

Balloon private licence should match up to the required 

criteria which are the baselines for the issuing of the 

said licence. The applicant should possess the neces-

sary knowledge which is with regards to the privileges 

granted to a Glider pilot licence holder and also follow-

ing the standards of the category of the aircraft licence.

The applicant should have obtained a minimum age of 

16 years. The applicant should possess the required 

knowledge as specified in the eligibility criteria of the 

said licence.  

Criteria for required knowledge: The applicant shall 

know with regards to the relevant rules and regulations 

required by the holder of a free balloon pilot licence; 

He should be aware of the provisions of the air as well 

as the practices and procedures of appropriate air 

traffic services. The applicant shall possess general 

knowledge with regards to the operating system of 

free balloons as well as the required instruments, the 

applicant shall possess understanding with regards to 

the limitations of free balloons and its operating system 

and should have relevant information with regards to 

operation from the appropriate documents or the 

flight manual.

The Applicant should also know with regards to calcula-

tions of mass and balance. The applicant shall possess 

knowledge regarding the application and implementa-

tion of the launching and landing of free balloons as well 

as other performance data. The applicant shall know 

with regards to the various effects of temperatures and 

also with regards to operating in areas of high-density 

traffic. 

The applicant shall know with regards to planning 

pre-flight and en-route flight which shall be appropriate 

to the operations under the Visual Flight Rules. The appli-

cant shall be aware of the procedures about air traffic 

services, altimeter setting, and shall have knowledge 

with regards to operating in areas of traffic with high 

density. 

The applicant shall hold knowledge with regards to the 

management of threat and error pertaining to opera-

tional performance. 

The applicant shall possess knowledge with regards to 

aeronautical meteorology application of elementary 

aeronautical meteorology; The applicant should know 

how to use as well as obtain meteorological information, 

have knowledge pertaining to altimetry.
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"Flying was a very tangible freedom. 
In those days, it was beauty, adventure, discovery — 

the epitome of breaking into new worlds."

                                                                         -  Anne Morrow Lindbergh

"Governments might argue that sustaining aviation is also a great infrastructural burden,
 and warrants a tax, but ... without aviation 

our economies and our societies would be radically different."

                                                                                                                           -Shawn Ryan

The applicant shall have the experience of adopting 

precautions to avoid a collision and shall possess the 

knowledge of controlling free balloons via external 

visual reference. 

The applicant shall possess the experience with regards 

to recognising and recovering from rapid descents. 

The applicant shall have experience in cross country 

flying making use of visual reference as well as dead 

reckoning along with other emergency procedures.

Criteria for required skill: The applicant shall have the 

skill for recognising and managing situations of threat 

and error, shall possess the capability of knowing the 

limitations of the free balloon and operating the 

balloon with the same, shall possess the skill of smooth-

ly and accurately completing all manoeuvres. 

The applicant shall possess skills of sound judgment and 

airmanship, the capability of applying knowledge with 

regards to aeronautics and also to the ability to keep 

the free balloon in control at all times to complete the 

procedure of manoeuvre. 

Criteria for required medical �tness: The applicant shall 

have a current class 2 Medical assessment.

X. Conclusion
It can be observed that there are a systematically and 

practical set of rules and regulations that need to be 

followed in order to obtain the licences in the respec-

tive categories, and hence the same makes flying and 

extremely skilled and experienced profession.

The applicant shall hold knowledge with regarding the 

aspects of air navigation, techniques of air- reckoning 

and aeronautical charts. 

Criteria for required experience: The applicant shall 

possess the experience of a minimum of 16 hours of 

flight time free balloon pilot and the same shall include 

a minimum of 8 launches and ascents of which one 

should be solo. 

The applicant shall have under appropriate supervision 

gained operational experience in free balloons and 

should hold expertise in pre-flight operations, shall 

have the experience with regards to assembling 

balloons, rigging and inflation of balloons as well as 

mooring and inspecting the same. 

The applicant shall have experience with regards to the 

techniques and procedures that are involved in the 

launching and ascent of free balloons which shall 

include having expertise with regards to the limitations 

pertaining to free balloons along with the required 

procedures to be adopted at times of emergency and 

signals to be used for the same. 
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